
Ideas for Action 
 

“These are initial ideas that the 31 students from Berlin, Paris and Rome discussed 
to realize the dream of the Europe described in “The Declaration of Ventotene”. 

Note that this is work in progress and we encourage further discussions at events to 
take place in the future.” 

 
Peace 

 
 We dream of a long lasting, engrained peace. Peace, not only as opposed to war, 
but as a state of mind and as a way of living. Every country of the European Union must share 
information concerning matters that affect the whole Union.  
 We suggest that we enable a common European army to protect our countries in 
case of any attack by non-members. In case of emergency, all heads of state in the European Union 
need to agree as a majority on putting it in action, to prevent that only one person has all the power. 
Furthermore, to prevent further terrorism, the single forces of all European countries must interact 
with each other.  
 We dream of this interaction for we believe all countries must be safe and help 
each other to maintain peace. 
 

 
Diversity for Unity 

 
 We suggest the creation of an organization, founded and regulated by the European 
Union, to create trips and experiences for EU citizens. Furthermore, we dream of creating the 
“Europe Festival”, that would last two weeks and be held in a different country every year. This 
festival will integrate music, food, traditions, and special interests: every country should be 
represented at this event. 
 Another idea is to give every citizen of the European Union at his 18th birthday a 
Europe-wide railway ticket to explore Europe even more and get to know all the different cultures 
and countries. 
 In the end, we want a platform for schools to connect with each other, in order to 
make exchanges easier and to teach more about European cultures. 
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Welcoming 
 

1.1 Immigrants 
 Immigrants who contribute to their adopted homeland as workers, students, trainees 
and school pupils enrichen the European country. Therefore, they should be welcomed by all 
European countries. However, we have to make sure that they integrate successfully by establishing 
rules: within the fixed period of time of one year, they have to be able to pass a language exam, 
adapt to the new culture, have a place to live and a stable income. 
 
1.2 Refugees 
 As refugees have always been an important part of each country’s history, it is our 
duty to welcome them and to give them the opportunity to start a new life by integration into an 
adopted homeland. In order to do this we, as all countries of Europe, must work together to 
establish rules that lead to successful integration. As integration starts with education, we want to 
make education compulsory. Moreover, we have to set up a common plan that helps integrating 
refugees into the school systems. 
 The first years of the education of the immigrants should take place in separate 
classes for refugees only. After learning the basics and showing effort in learning the new language, 
the refugees will need to prove they’re able to pass an oral and written language exam, while 
supervised by the teachers of the school. Afterwards, they will be able to attend mixed classes and 
be same ways part of the school as any other student. 
 We believe the education should already start in the camps, to make sure refugees 
attend the determined language level, even when they are still in the asylum process. In order to do 
this we have to found financed associations that teach the refugees in their camps. 
 
Although we should welcome the refugees, our own citizens security should remain our priority. 
That’s why we need to make the control of refugees’ criminal records stricter. Only refugees with a 
clean criminal record (they did not commit extreme crimes) are allowed to enter. Therefore, we 
need to intensify the communication with their home countries. 

 
 

Equality 
 

 It’s well known that inequality in education, sexual orientation, gender, ethnical 
and social background and religious orientation is an ongoing problem. As inequality can lead to 
the disruption of societies and consequently of the European Union, we must take action. In order to 
demonstrate how to possibly solve the inequality issue, we focused on the inequality  being faced in 
the educational environment. As not all students in one class have the same “learning speed” more 
teachers should be employed to support the “slower” ones. 

 
 
 
 
 



				
	
	 	ASSOCIAZIONE CULTURALE NON PROFIT 
        PER LA DIFFUSIONE DEI VALORI SOLIDALI NELL’UNIONE EUROPEA	

LA NUOVA EUROPA 
Sede Piazza Mazzini 8 - 00195 Roma - associazione.lanuovaeuropa.it 

CF 97870120587	

3	

GIOVANI CITTADINI EUROPEI

Democracy 
 
 We suggest that the principle of division of powers should be adapted to the 
European government more precisely. To maintain a strong democratic structure, the citizens 
should be included in important decisions concerning them. In school, children must learn from a 
very young age what the essentials of a democracy are. Schools should teach politics in a way that 
children want to be engaged in it. They should be able to form their own personal opinion based on 
what they have learned. 

 
 

Communication 
 

 Planed actions concerning communication are already included in Article Peace 
and Article Information and Involvement. 

 
 

Information and Involvement 
 
 It's necessary to involve people since their childhood. We need to start from 
education at school, depending on their age. 
 In primary school, cartoons and playful books should be available to children to 
start building their European knowledge. From middle school, we should introduce European 
education as a subject, but teachers should first attend a free internship where they are formed by 
experts. Furthermore, two workbooks should be created (one for teachers, to guide them in their 
lesson, and one for students).  
 Another way to inform younger people, in order to involve them, is through media: 
a new website in which everyone can express their own opinion, by comparing their point of view 
with other European citizens and find reliable information. In addition to this, in this network there 
will be an interactive community where people have the possibility to ask the expert for 
explanations about actual issues. Information about Europe should be extended to other social 
media in order to reach as many people as possible. To encourage the understanding of different 
cultures, the European Union should fund more exchange programs between young people of 
different countries. We dream of creating a network of young journalist working both locally and 
internationally.  
 All these projects will be promoted by a publicity campaign. 
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Younger Europe 
 

This article cannot be detached from Article Information and Involvement. This plan can only be 
put in action once that one is already achieved. 

 
8.1 Lowering the voting age to 16 
We believe that giving a voice to younger people is crucial in a demographic system and that, up to 
now, students are not a part of the population that is politically presented. 
The vote will be given on a municipal level and for environmental issues. 
 
8.2 Financing European projects 
This will give the young people the opportunity to interact, debate, share different points of view 
and feel engaged with international issues. 

 
 
 

Freedom of Speech 
 

 It is a fundamental human right that we should respect and defend; for this reason, 
we believe that we should create an European Union Embassy, on which citizens can rely if the 
State doesn’t respect this right. It is also important to introduce open and safe places of debate, 
where people can express their own opinions about issues that concern them. 

 
 

Protected Open Boarders 
 

 As the freedom of movement of people and goods is crucial to the European Union, 
we should maintain and extend it. This concept of open borders and tax-free trading is violated by 
many countries, who produce and export more goods than they should. Therefore, we want to 
intensify the control of the rules that have been established for the good of the European Union.  
 Moreover, we should welcome new approaches to modify the freedom of 
movement of goods and people within and outside the European Union. 
1. The Schengen treaty should include all countries of the European Union. 
2. The freedom of movement of goods should be extended among countries that not belong to the 
European Union. We should welcome negotiations on bilateral treaties. 

 
 

Solidarity 
 

 European solidarity means that all the countries can rely on each other. To achieve 
that, trust has to be built between countries and their citizens by creating a platform, where people 
can learn about other countries’ situations and be motivated to help them. On this platform there 
should also be information about the progress made thanks to their help. This way, people will be 
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more involved in each other's lives and more inclined to help in the future. This website has to be 
easy to access and understandable to everyone. 

 
 
 
 

Ecological Consciousness 
 

 Taking inspiration from sustainable initiatives coming from all around Europe, we 
suggest we diffuse them, in order to enhance the current situation, in various ways. 
•	 Broadcasting the German “Pfand” program of recycling and rewarding citizens for 
their eco-friendly behavior would encourage people to actualize this first concrete step to make the 
European Union sustainable. 
•	 Forbidding animal testing in the production itinerary of cosmetic companies. 
•	 Imposing rigid sanctions on countries and companies that do not behave in a 
sustainable and eco-friendly way and are complicit of environmental pollution. 
•	 Encouraging funding for scientific research to work on renewable sources of 
energy and innovative methods of a production that exploits green energy. 

 
 

Respect 
 

 Respect is one of the most important values of the European Union. It is important 
that we, the single countries, respect each other as well as the European Union as a whole. We want 
to raise awareness of the numerous opportunities given to economically weak and strong countries. 
The international understanding among all countries is needed in order to achieve this awareness. 
This is why we need to continue supporting exchanges and international programs just like the 
Ventotene Europa Festival. Additionally, we have to build up trust by being transparent in the 
decision making and actions within the European Union. 

 
 
 
 
 


